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INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

I am here, Sam

Artosrra Bowd & @ fusdor ol
Meridiga High Selool. Her
fearoats are Stead aard Cywirtivda
Bowd and she has three
siblings, Crystal, Steee and
Sanr Artesdan’s slory & abodd
Sani, @ sergeant in the U5
Aray. Wheewn she srvete 4f in
Decenber, Sane was sl (s
Trag; e returued howe {a
Jamnary

T eliage sy swebfect heeguse T
thriwk about wy brother all the
frwee,” she saad, “The troops
rinsl b gnpported, dof bevanse
i shield b ol ams, bl
Decanse we are af wae”

San 2 25 years old. He
germed d o gRarferpnister wrif,
warking ou wachinery and
driimg sapflios fo the troops i
Joreard wals,

The Boyds e and operate
o frdly Dusginoss, SEC Tres
Serpice of Meridinn, Everyore
gathered af wom and dad’s
Iroaisee for Sant’s honticoming
— Cyativde ewoar Dt e
Chriataeas free uf o e could
fee 4.

By Artesian Boyd
special to The Star

How hard would it be for
someone o adapt o 4 strangs
new culture? Even more, |
wonder how hard would i€ be i
you were nof welcome  or
wanied where you were sent o
Eod

These are the circumstances
that owr couniry™s Guardsmen
face every day.

Often, quesiions circulate
about whether or not the
couniry should be at war | am
afraid the guestion is irrelevant,
W are at war, plain and simple,

You  should support the
troops, regardless of whether
v support the war or nod. Clar
fedlow counirymen and women
have left their homes and lives

to protect us and help another
couniry. Perhaps, the reason
]:l|:||p|1' tlexinl tu1‘|:1]il[|:ll.:]!.' S
port Guardsmen 1s because
they do not understand life
oVorseas.

My birother, Samuel T. Cole,
is currently stationed o Teag. |
can stll remember, sik years
agree, befiore the war was even on
my mind, how haet [ was that
oy big Brother was leaving e,

[ couldn't understand. What
had | done? Tears filled my
£yes as we |'|IJ|1I.:-!! upy Loy e
recruiters office, and T couldn't
anderstand iy brother's words
af comifort. AT heand was, “'m
leaving.™

As thime passed, my brother
was shipped from Kuwait and
Baghilad, back and forth. He is
married with two kids When
my T!-].n:m‘-::ﬂrl il tells me she
miisses her daddy, T ask, *Do
viou know where he 152" She
replies, "He b= in Rag-town."”

[ asked my brother, “YWhat
Ao wou miss? How do vou stay
sane? How had s it? The
answers  surprisingly  were
slmple.

| asked Sam ...

The first question 1 asked
Sam was, “What is the hardess
gt aboaal bedng dn Deag#™

He saicl the hardest part was
being away from family and
nissing ol on everyvihing they
are doing and going through.
Sam ol me he fel powarless
to help in family  matters
because he was so far away.
Also, adjusting to the Tragl way
aof life was difficewlt. Tt is Tot,
sandy and the weekends start
o Thuradays,

Another thing 1 wondered
aboant = If it really 1s as bad over
there as it seems o be, Sam
said it had gotten better things

are nol as bad as they were at
e point. The times of dead
bsilies Iving arcuwnd has passed,

“Hight now, they are jusi
erving to make sure everyihing
is OK over there and that they
will b albale £ handle their own
country,” Sam said.

Still, T weondered what keeps
a soldler from going insane.
Troopsare being shipped away
o i place where weloome mats
were nowhere Lo e found.

Support U.5. troops

Sam explained to me that
saldiers have an obligation. Mot
canly eloes hoe have an obligation
tor the miilitary, bat alao 1o his
fainily and coantry.

The soliliers would go e any
means Lo keep thelr Tamilles
free. Qnly a strong man or
woman can pul aside his con-
cerng and worry about another

person — or, In this case,
another country
ko ot think  that  just

knowing one person s writing
to him is enough o keep him
gu'mg-.

The troops must be suope
peat e, ot becanse we shoulil
b a wear, but because we are al
war. My brother, and many
ciher soldliers, do not s arowd
a] complain aboutl being al
war. They probect owr country
fromm bivasion.

True, the solilers may oomani
their days until depariuare. But,
who would not count the davs
eeiati] they can see thelr families
agrain?

When a country is ai war,
there showld not be arguments
over the justification of war
The country should unive.
Guns and poader will not end
the war in [raq — prayer, unity
and determination are the only
solution.
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WELCOME HOME

Artasian Boyd, clockwiss from left, Stewe Boyd, Steve Boyd Jr., Cynthia Boyd ard Adorsin Gole
hug Samusl Boyd after e returned homs in January from active duty in Irag.

Doing business without the boss

I the ghsemce of $feve Cather,
cwrer of Total Fitwess Trafning
Plus, Cindy Henderson, o
cerdifen traimer, s assemeed
mranager dutics, And while il can
b bt overwhelming al fimos,
Hemderson soid the shaff remaing
o conrse throwgh frequen!
comrmunicalion with Slere,

Stewe b5 g Navy Beeeree medic
pssigned gssigned fo g Marine

Limet, M s expeected o refurn
*I'I’I’H# Fln o I'Il'I.I MJTF'."L

Here s Comefy'’s Wew Years
befler fo her boss,

Dhear Sty

Hiappy Bew Yearl [ hape this
Fetter finds you well. Al of the
stalf amal the chents send you Their
hest wishes amd hope for your
gl refurn.

It has been am eventiul yesr
here at home sinoe you'se been
gone o Irvg, ome that will likely
CEEOEIT N our memories for many
vears fo come, We elecied i priss
iclent, cheamed up after hurmcines
anel continued to fight a war,

Or family at Tofal Fitness
greaw This st vear, but alome with
that is the sadness that comes
whien ane of us has to Jeave. Kelly
anel Ber husbiamad will bae besvimge in
February for o new destination,
and she will take with ber a new
baba. And Brian is beaving in Jan-
vary o live in Japim with his
Gmihe | wm sure youw join Rich,
Kichard and me in wishimge them
good luck and happiness = and
we look forward fo the tiome we
will see thern agsin,

O clients are the best]! They
biavver worries] aned prawed for yon
amd azk aboul news from yon
clily, Whint weauld wee do without

the Intermet®

hirve
shired sl
of the pics

fures  yau
hawe  send
and  when

the reporis
out of Irig
are nal grod,
it 15wkt
hivwees Thiat lime
ol communis
cation with
WL

O course, that works hath
ways | was able to keep you
informed when oour feend and
chent, Bent, was se sick. Thank-
fulle, Bent has recovered and is
diing viry well,

know you have had time
think and plan for the fufore of
thes studio, | will be sery happs te
hamel it bick te vou, hepefully
none the worse for wearl | alsoe
[k for wiinrel t warking: with you
anel watching il grow when you
refurn.

Take care, just a few more
maondhs now and we will see yon
when vou gel hackl

Yoo (rierel firsd somd alwiys!

Cinady

Cathay



